
  

 



 

THE BIRDS OF TIRUPATI 
 

Chris Anthony, PhD, DSc;  University of Southampton, UK;  Sri Venkateswara University, Tirupati, India 

 

My pictures were taken on my casual morning and evening walks from the SV University guest house. 

This is about 3km from the town on the Bangalore road near the level crossing. Opposite the guesthouse 

towards the Tirumula Hills is a large area with some University and Agriculture college buildings - mainly 

a large variety of trees and scrubland. Other walks were in the Dairy farm and surrounding fields 

extending South around the village of Thumulagunta. The pictures were taken between the middle of 

November and the middle of February in the years 2003 to 2014. More extensive collections of my bird 

photos and photos of Tirupati and Thumulagunta are on my website (see below). 

My cameras improved over the years. First was a Fuji Finepix 6900 with an added zoom lens [6Mp; giving 

10x]; then Finepix 9600 [10Mp; 10.5 x zoom]; then Canon PowerShot SX10IS [10Mp; 20x zoom]. From 

2012 I have used a Canon Powershot SX40S [12Mp, 35x Zoom and CMOS detector 

 

Contents 

 

1.   Crows, Babblers and Mynas 

 

2.   Doves, Kingfisher, Orioles, Woodpecker, Coppersmith and Hoopoe 

 

3.   Babblers and Bulbuls 

 

4.   Cuckoos and Shrikes 

 

5.   Flycatchers and Swallows 

 

6.   Bee-eaters, Leafbirds, Sunbirds, Iora and Warblers 

 

7.   Finches, Petronia, Wagtails and Fantails 

 

8.   Thrush, Robins, Pied Bushchat, Minivet and Prinias 

 

9.   Eagle, Shikra hawk, Kites, Owls, Hornbill, Junglefowl and Partridge 

 

10. Egrets, Herons, Lapwings, Waterhen and Wood sandpiper 

For more bird pictures and pictures of India go to my website: http://www.chris-anthony.co.uk 

 

Dedicated to: My family who generously agreed to my annual trips to Tirupati; to the Vice Chancellors, 

Prof. Sai Gopal, Academic staff, Guest house staff and students of SV University; Balaji, Barath Kumar 

and my many special young friends friends in Thumulagunta; and my many friends who have motivated 

my visits (eg Surya, Suresh, Prabakar, Sivamani, Nagaraju, Dixit, Subramanyam, Kiran, Charlie, Steven, 

Imran, Madhu, Gopi, Sunil, Moin, Edwin, Barath) 



 





 



 





 



 

 



 



 



 


